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Sheikh Zayed’s adoption of the federal
notion following the formation of the UAE

Sheikh Zayed’s dream did not end by the founding of
the union; he continued his endeavor with an
untramsmeled faith in the need to consolidate and
actively implement the federal notion even after the
federal state became a reality. However, it is not easy
to estimate the fruits of the federal model in the United
Arab Emirates, as they are witnessed in a wide variety
of political, economic, scientific and generally all
aspects of life. Since the setting up of the union, the
UAE has been waging a vigorous challenge against
time. Beside the government paid attention to areas of
housing, healthcare, education, energy, services and
infrastructure, numerous mega projects have been
undertaken, while many others are still in progress,
being prepared for or planned, these include:

e The Late Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan laid the
foundation stone for Abu Dhabi’s first oil refinery in
Umm An-Nar Island on 15 April 1973.

e |nauguration of the first phase of Mina Zayed (Port
Zayed) on 28 June 1972.

e Construction of the Natural Gas Liquefaction Plant
on Das Island on 4 December 1974.

e | aunch of the preparations for the construction of
the UAE’s first nuclear power plant.

e Completion of currently in-progress works for the
construction of giant, multipurpose structures, in
conjunction with UAE’s preparations for hosting
Expo 2020.

¢ Proceeding with the implementation of the UAE’s
strategic plans designed for long-term,
comprehensive development; infrastructure
expansion; hosting international events, festivals and
conferences and world-class exhibitions.

o
¥

v
His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan, founder of the
UAE, while laying the foundation stone for the first oil
refinery on Umm Al Nar island.

15 April 1973

v

His Highness Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan, founder of the
UAE, the opening of the first phase of Zayed Port.
28 June 1972
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The Federal mindset of Sheikh Zayed
Bin Sultan Al Nahyan, Founder of the Union

Sheikh Zayed'’s relentless will and determination that
were demonstrated in his unwavering efforts to
establish the union was a clear evidence that his
association with the federal notion was not out of a
coincidence, rather, his belief in the federal notion was
shaped at an early stage of his life. Since he was
young, Sheikh Zayed believed that the Emirates would
never have a viable future unless the country is united
within a unified or federal framework, which gives the
state immunity and protects the common interests of
its emirates. It will also make it a strong entity that is
able to safeguard its borders and care for the welfare if
its people, prevent foreign ambitions in the region,
while at the same time looking forward to the future
and build the potential needed to stand its ground
against other entities’ avid ambitions of expansion.

The first initiative by Sheikh Zayed was launched in
February 1968, when he had a meeting with the
then-ruler of Dubai Sheikh Rashid Bin Saeed Al
Maktoum, at Al Samih area situated between Abu
Dhabi and Dubai. The meeting concluded with the
announcement of a union between Abu Dhabi and
Dubai, as a nucleus for larger federations, which
marked the beginning of the formation of the union.
Both Sheikhs decided to meet with the rulers of other
emirates and the rulers of Qatar and Bahrain to
discuss terms of the union.

Further, one of the factors that made Sheikh Zayed
assume leadership among the rulers of the seven
emirates, and qualified him to shoulder the
responsibility of setting up the federal state — was that
his emirate (Abu Dhabi) extended over 86% of the
territories that he sought to unite and that Abu Dhabi’s
income from oil constituted the main resource for
development across the lands he aspired to bring
together. On the moral side, Sheikh Zayed’s iconic
generosity can only be compared to his wisdom and
insight, that inspired and directed him to establish the
union, with his ultimate aim being the welfare of Emirati
people who have suffered decades of poverty, illiteracy,
sickness and all elements of division nurtured and
supported by the British dominance over the region
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# 481 1) His Highness Sheikn

Zayed bin Sultan Al
Nahyan and his
brothers Their
Highnesses Rulers of
the Emirates during
the flag-raising in the
Declaration of the
Union.

2 December 1971

P His Highness Sheikh

Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan after the
announcement of the
Union.

2 December 1971

P Rulers of United Arab

Emirates
2 December 1971
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} Sheikh Zayeb Bin
Khalifa The First
surrounded by his
sons and tribal
Sheikhs.

1904

The ruler of Dubai from
December 1912 till his death on
10 December 1958, Sheikh
Saeed is one of the
highly-esteemed Sheikhs the
UAE has known of all times. He
was an influential, highly
respected and authoritative
leader among other emirates’
rulers. He has many
achievements, and is mainly
credited for managing to restore
Dubai’s economics, delivering it
from the depression that hit the

Sheikh Saeed bin
Maktoum
1958 - 1878

world; protecting Dubai’s trade and supporting the
people of the emirate in the face of calamities and
misfortunes. A wise leader of high standing, Sheikh
Saeed’s attitude in a number of remarkable situations
evidenced his early adoption of the federal notion, as
well as support for any other thoughts that can help
make the UAE a strong and unified nation.

Since the early 1950s, Sheikh Saeed bin Maktoum had
soaring ambitions of establishing a federal entity that
brings together all emirates’ rulers. Proceeding from his
social position and people’s respect, he felt responsible
for the well-being of the coastal rulers.

It was through the council of “Trucial States’, that the
issues and interests of the Trucial Coast were raised,
S0 as to investigate and consider feasible solutions as
necessary. Moreover, the council was the emirates’

interface to discuss development plans and
community service initiatives; improve the living
standard of the Emirati people; issue official
documents pertaining to the travel and movement of
the residents of the coastal sheikhndoms; pass internal
laws and regulations such as those relating to
nationality, road and traffic rules that introduced the
traffic officer system for traffic regulation; and carry out
joint development projects such as water well drilling.

Today, everybody agrees that Al Maktoum Hospital of
Dubai, built under the patronage of the late Sheikh
Saeed bin Maktoum, is one of the major medical
infrastructure projects that were executed with the joint
efforts of all rulers.

Group photo of Rulers of the Emirates. In the middle
first line Sheikh Shakhbout Bin Sultan Ruler of Abu
Dhabi, Sheikh Saeed Bin Maktoum Ruler of Dubai. In
the second line from left to right Sheikh Zayed Bin
Sultan, Sheikh Rashed Bin Saeed, Sheikh Ahmad Bin
Humaid Al Nuaimi and his son, and Sheikh Sager Bin
Mohamed Al Qassimi

1950.
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Watani Al Emarat Foundation

Watani Al Emarat Foundation is an independent
institution that cares for the promotion of belonging
and loyalty on an institutional and national level in the
United Arab Emirates, and the dissemination of
concepts and foundations in support of the national
identity of the UAE. It outlines the values of good
citizenship, determines the definitions of values in the
UAE while building and managing the standards of
social sustainability and development, in addition to
evaluate and measure the levels of belonging and
loyalty to the country within all members of society.

The Federal Ideology

Since the founding of the union in December 2, 1971,
the UAE experiment gained significant attention, with
the UAE going a long way in consolidating its existence
on the world map, and providing a successful and
inspirational model for nations to follow.

Focusing on the key drivers that led to the
establishment of the modern federal state, with a
unified identity and such a strong presence would
reveal the fact that securing such an ambitious
achievement not only required the territorial and human
unity and integration of Emirati people, but the
adoption of a comprehensive federal ideology that has
been associated with the history of the UAE.

It is that early intellectual trend that grew and solidified
itself in the UAE long before the founding fathers
evoked the spirit of the union. It reflected an early and
mature political awareness of the importance of
transitioning the people of this country from a state of
disparity and division with the same culturally and
geographically homogenous territory and environment
to a state of consolidated unity with the emergence of
the modern state.

Federal Ideology before the Union

The Federal mindset of Sheikh Zayed
the Great

One of the most respected and important rulers of the
emirate of Abu Dhabi at a later stage of the emirate’s
birth, known as Zayed the First or the Great in
recognition of his eminent position and prominent feats
during his reign. An insightful leader with great political
wit, he was highly respected and esteemed by the
rulers of other Emirates.

Many manifestations of the federal notion were
demonstrated in the general attitude and behavior of
Sheikh Zayed the Great; whenever disputes or
differences occur, he would invite the Sheikhs and
dignitaries to exchange views and sort things out in
serious gatherings that took the shape of poalitical
conferences. One of the most important and widely
known of such gatherings was the meeting that
brought together rulers of all emirates, called for by
Sheikh Zayed the Great at Al-Khawaneej, Dubai in April
1906. This gathering is cited and noted with interest by
many historical sources. Also, there was a time when
he called a general meeting of all rulers to discuss and
settle a common issue that arose at the time involving
many parties in Wadi Hatta. A gathering was organized
in December 1905 that marked the first convention of
the majority of the emirates rulers, to resolve an issue
of interest to the rulers of the five emirates: Abu Dhabi,
Dubai, Umm Al Quwain, Ajman and Sharjah, which
was then ruled by figures from the former Qassimi
monarchy.

p Sheikh  Zayed Bin
Khalifa The First in his
open Majlis with his
citizens.
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